
LANDSCAPE ART  
Interacting with the landscape is a growing collection of unique works of landscape 

art. Most of the works are site specific. New works are being added and a number of 

works are in progress. Artist submissions are invited. 

 
CAS CADE O F SEV EN  T I ERS  ( 2 0 1 0 )  

 

Mythology: “The Cascade of Seven Tiers has its origins in the Hatepe eruption of 180 

AD. That and earlier eruptions formed what we today know as New Zealand’s 

largest lake, Lake Taupo. Such was the force of Hatepe that countless tons of 

pumice, ash and rock fragments were ejected some 30 kilometers into the air and 

visible in the sky as far away as Rome and China. It was display of strength never 

before known in our uninhabited land. 

Some of those rock fragments fell as far north as Rocky Bay Cove; cascading volcanic 

rock and sandstone from the heavens to form the Cascade of the Seven Tiers. The 

formation remained a secret of the earth until 2010 when heavy rains caused a 

landslip to reveal what you see today.”  

Completed in February 2010, the Seven Tiers stand 4 metres tall and weigh 10 

tones. The sandstone slabs are said to be 30 million years old and are supported on 

volcanic boulders. Created for this site by Frank Newman. 

 

THE GUAR DI AN  AT  THE GAT E ( 1 9 9 8 )  

 

A massive head at the entrance to the property, approximately 1.5 metres in 

diameter. At night a motion sensor illuminates a night light  under the chin to create 

an eerie welcome for visitors.  Created for this site by Mathew de Boer. 

D INO  ( 1 9 9 8 )  

 

Mythology: “The last of the Giant Moa lived here in Rocky Bay Cove some four 

hundred years ago. Hunted to near extinction, only a single pair remained. Legend 

has it that when the last male was slain with a fatal blow to the head from a hunters 

club, the female grieved and turned to stone. She has to this day remained frozen in 

time, awaiting the return of her lost mate.”  

Dinornis giganteus (commonly known as the Giant Moa) was the largest of the 

eleven species of moa and the tallest bird that ever lived (growing to some 3 metres 

in height). Prior to human habitation, the moa dominated our largely forested 

kingdom from coastal bush to inland ranges and across grassy plain and alpine 

tussock.  A full-scale representation created for this site by Mathew de Boer. 

 

 



MORIORI  MEN  ( 2 0 0 6 )  

 

Mythology: “The Moriori were of Melanesian, not Polynesian, origin… No one knows 

whence they came, nor why they came… They were ocean waifs occupying three 

canoes that had been carried away by storm from some island to the westward…As 

time rolled on they increased in numbers, until they occupied many parts of the 

island…They were slight in build, and had dark skins, upstanding or bushy hair, flat 

nose, and upturned nostrils. They had a habit of looking sideways out of the corners 

of their eyes, and were indolent and chilly folk [who] afterwards settled the Chatham 

Islands… In their new home they became peace-loving, timorous and lazy [and] as 

hopelessly isolated as Robinson Crusoe on his island.” [The Myth of the Moriori, 

School Journal, 1916] 

Legend has it that New Zealand’s Moriori originated from the island of Madagsca 

[“some island to the westward”] some 800 years ago. A fierce storm carried three 

canoes to our shores where one of their number was separated in a tropical storm 

to the east of what we today know as the Poor Knight Islands. Deprived of steering 

and navigation the stricken vessel with five aboard drifted and eventually wrecked 

at the entrance to Rocky Bay Cove. Washed up and near death, the survivors found 

sanctuary on the foreshore of the cove. With only the seeds of the Majestic Palm 

the Moriori from the lowlands of Madagasca settled in the upper reaches of the 

cove valley, where they planted their seeds and made their home where they still 

live today. The two remaining canoes with their fellow travelers were blown down 

the East Coast of New Zealand to the Chatham Island. After establishing a peaceful 

civilisation which by 1835 numbered 1600, they were themselves invaded by 

mainland Maori. Ten percent of their population were killed and the remainder 

captured as slaves. Created for this site by Wade Gilbert. 

 
HIGH  COUNTRY  CRITTERS   

Corrugated goats in a high mountain rockery. Rock work and landscaping by Frank 

Newman. Animals by Corrugated Critters. Critters are available for sale (price list 

available on request.) 

 

THE BUCK ET  

New Zealand's largest bucket, standing 3.6 metres to the top of the bucket and 6 

metres to the top of the handle. By volume it holds 43,000 litres (4,300 standard 

buckets, 11,360 US gallons or 9,500 imperial gallons). Designed by Frank Newman 

and crafted by Wade Gilbert. The Bucket is practical as well as aesthetic. It serves as 

the domestic water reservoir for the property.  

COPPER  LILIES 

 A water fountain feature of nine copper lilies. Created by Garth Dobney. 

DRAGON  FLIES 

A formation of three giant dragonflies, each 1000mm x 950mm, Created by Mark 

Dimock. 

. 

 



PAIN TED  W ORKS  
 

As Well as landscape art imbedded into the grounds, the accessory building serves 

as a gallery to display the works of selected artists. 

TH E  BE A C H  H U T  - Using corrugated iron as a canvas, the Bach by Sarah C Design 
captures the mood of Rocky Bay Cove.  This and other works by Sarah are on display 
in the accessory building. 

 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION OR DESIGN 

SENT RI ES  O F TI ME  – U N D E R  C O N S T R U C T I O N  

Two stone columns overlooking Rocky Bay Cove. The larger column of 12 stones 

(under construction) each represent a month of the calendar year. The smaller 

column of nine stones represents the gestation of life.  

 The pillars are located around a circular area with a seat that represents a perfect 

quarter of the circle. Created for this site by Frank Newman. 

 
KET E  – U N D E R  C O N S T R U C T I O N  

A large flax basket 2.4 metres by 1.8 metres constructed from sand and cement. 

Large river stones spill out of the basket. Located at the base of the olive grove. 

 

MO ER AKI  BOULDER S  – U N D E R  D E S I G N  

Huge boulders cascading down a hillside and into the path of visitors to Rocky Bay 

Cove. 

 
WAT ER BI RD  – U N D E R  C O N S T R U C T I O N  

A full scale galvanized water bird to be placed in the bottom pond. Artist: Bruce 

Young 

. 

WET A W AR RIOR S  – U N D E R  D E S I G N  

A family of giant Poor Knights Weta to be placed on a volcanic pillar rock.  Artist: 

Bruce Young. 

 

Visitors often ask whether any of the artworks are available for purchase.  While we 

do not act as a retail store as such, many of the artist whose works are featured on 

the property are able to offer their works or undertake commissions, and we are an 

authorized reseller of the Corrugated Critters, which can be offered at a discount to 

retail price and delivered as required. Please ask Frank for a price list.  

  


