
Welcome to Rocky Bay Cove. We trust your stay will be enjoyable. Here is some 

information that you may find useful or interesting. 

About the property – We moved to Rocky Bay in 1993. The previous owner had 

farmed it as part of a 120 acre property prior to subdividing into seven blocks of 

about 15 acres each. Since 1993 the property has been extensively landscaped, 

including installing the ponds and building the accessory buildings. Although the 

boat ramp was built by a previous owner, it was derelict and had not been used for 

more than a decade. It has been renovated with a timber overlay. 

The first artworks (the moa and giant head) were commission in 1999, and new 

works added annually.  A number of new art works are planned with the aim of 

developing a permanent collection of unique works sympathetic with the 

environment in which they sit. 

Frank and Muriel Newman work as writers and live on the property. Should you 

have any queries during your stay please phone or text Frank on 021 718478. 

“Check Out” times - On the last day of your stay, please vacate the property by mid-

day unless you have made other arrangements prior to your stay. We are usually 

able to accommodate a late departure unless new guests are arriving that same day. 

If you wish to request an extension of your stay, please contact Frank. 

Rubbish disposal – Rubbish bins and bags are provided. It is your responsibility to 

depose of all rubbish at the end of your stay. A refuse and recycling station is 

located on the main road at the western end of Ngunguru (approximately 1 

kilometre past the 100km sign at the corner of Ngunguru Road and Tongatu Road). 

A minimum rubbish disposal fee of $35 + GST will apply if rubbish is left on the 

property. 

Noise - Rocky Bay Cove is an integral part of a unique environment. Loud music is 

not part of that environment and disrupts the people and animals that share this 

space. Excessive noise is a breach of the booking conditions and may result in 

immediate termination of the stay and forfeiture of the bond.  

Ablutions – A flush toilet and warm shower are available. Please conserve water 

when using these facilities. Please dispose of no-tissue waste in the bin provided.  

Fires - If you do have a beach fire please do so below the high tide mark and well 

away from the boat ramp. Fires are not permitted on the grassed areas. The local 

council does impose fire bans from time to time so please check to see if fire 

restrictions apply. In the event of an emergency a fire extinguisher is provided in the 

accessory building. 

Golf – A floating golf green, clubs and 150 golf balls are provided for aquatic golf at 

no additional cost. Please retrieve the golf balls. A retrieval fee of 50 cents per ball 

applies and $1 each for every lost ball.  

Important phone 

numbers: 

Frank Newman  

021 718 478 or  

09 4343 836 

Ngunguru Medical 

Centre 09 4343 732. 

Emergency services 111 



Art works – Enjoy wandering around the property to view the landscape art and 

sculptures.  Please do not climb on the art works as they are not designed for 

climbing. Information about the artworks is included and is available online at 

rockybaycove.co.nz. 

Water craft and equipment – A range of watercraft and boards are available for 

your use at no additional cost. Sandy Bay is an excellent surf beach and just 10 

minutes further along Matapouri Road. Also available for your use is dive gear, life 

jackets, a range of wet suits, and fishing rods and tackle. A schedule of all 

equipment is included in this pack. 

Water safety – Please wear life jackets whenever you are on the water and watch 

toddlers and infants around the ponds and while in the bay. Please be reminded 

that alcohol and water safety do not mix! 

Pets – Because of the nature of the wildlife living in the habit, pets are not 

permitted.  

Water birds – The ponds are home to a variety of water birds. Feeding time is 

between 4pm and 6pm daily. You are welcome to feed your leftover bread to the 

ducks at any time.  

Emergencies – In the event of an emergency call 111. A fire extinguisher is provided 

in the accessory building.  The Ngunguru Medical Centre may be contacted on 09 

4343 732. 

Local facilities and attractions Petrol and essential supplies are available at the 

Tutukaka store. For more serious supermarket shopping the closest supermarket is 

in Tikipunga, which is approximately 25 minutes away. It’s located on Paramount 

Parade, which is the third turnoff at the roundabout in Tikipunga when driving from 

the coast.  

Tutukaka also has a number of shops for those seeking retail therapy and of course 

Schnappa Rock Café for those seeking caffeine and café fare. For more serious retail 

therapy most of the large retailers have a presence in Whangarei; the Warehouse is 

one of the largest in New Zealand. It, and many other outlets, is located at the 

Okara Shopping Centre.  

Information about local attractions is available on request. 

 

ROCKY BAY COVE OLIVES  
Rocky Bay Cove Olives was established in 2006, following successful trial plantings 

on the property as early as 1998. Since then the orchard has been expand to 300 

trees with further plantings planned in the immediate future to take the total 

plantings to 500.   Varieties include: Olivastro, Leccino, Koroneiki, and J5. The first 

commercial harvest is expected in April 2013.  

 



REMOTE CONTROLLED YACHTS  
Available for hire are a number of remote controlled yachts. Frank Newman will 

guide the activity and provide instruction on how to sail the yachts and set a course 

for competitive sailing. The cost of this activity is $50 per half-hour, per boat. There 

are four identical boats available, each approximately 900mm long. This activity is 

subject to suitable weather conditions, and must be booked in advance.  

 

SURF BOARD HIRE  
While in Tutukaka why not enjoy some of the best surf beaches in New Zealand? 

And you won't need to bring a surf board - we have a number available for hire. 

There are various sizes, suitable for beginner and intermediate surfers. The cost is 

only $35 a day per board.  

 

LANDSCAPE ART  
Interacting with the landscape is a growing collection of unique works of landscape 

art. Most of the works are site specific. New works are being added and a number of 

works are in progress. Artist submissions are invited. 

 
CASCADE OF SEVEN TIERS (2010)  

 

Mythology: άThe Cascade of Seven Tiers has its origins in the Hatepe eruption of 180 

AD. That and earlier eruptions formed what we today know as bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

largest lake, Lake Taupo. Such was the force of Hatepe that countless tons of 

pumice, ash and rock fragments were ejected some 30 kilometers into the air and 

visible in the sky as far away as Rome and China. It was display of strength never 

before known in our uninhabited land. 

Some of those rock fragments fell as far north as Rocky Bay Cove; cascading volcanic 

rock and sandstone from the heavens to form the Cascade of the Seven Tiers. The 

formation remained a secret of the earth until 2010 when heavy rains caused a 

landslip to reveal what you see today.έ  

Completed in February 2010, the Seven Tiers stand 4 metres tall and weigh 10 

tones. The sandstone slabs are said to be 30 million years old and are supported on 

volcanic boulders. Created for this site by Frank Newman. 

 

THE GUARDIAN AT THE GATE (1998)  

 

A massive head at the entrance to the property, approximately 1.5 metres in 

diameter. At night a motion sensor illuminates a night light  under the chin to create 

an eerie welcome for visitors.  Created for this site by Mathew de Boer. 



DINO (1998)  

 

Mythology: άThe last of the Giant Moa lived here in Rocky Bay Cove some four 

hundred years ago. Hunted to near extinction, only a single pair remained. Legend 

has it that when the last male was slain with a fatal blow to the head from a hunters 

club, the female grieved and turned to stone. She has to this day remained frozen in 

time, awaiting the return of her lost mateΦέ  

Dinornis giganteus (commonly known as the Giant Moa) was the largest of the 

eleven species of moa and the tallest bird that ever lived (growing to some 3 metres 

in height). Prior to human habitation, the moa dominated our largely forested 

kingdom from coastal bush to inland ranges and across grassy plain and alpine 

tussock.  A full-scale representation created for this site by Mathew de Boer. 

 
MORIORI  MEN (2006)  

 

Mythology: “The Moriori ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦ aŜƭŀƴŜǎƛŀƴΣ ƴƻǘ tƻƭȅƴŜǎƛŀƴΣ ƻǊƛƎƛƴΧ bƻ ƻƴŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ 

ǿƘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜΣ ƴƻǊ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜΧ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŎŜŀƴ ǿŀƛŦǎ ƻŎŎǳǇȅƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

ŎŀƴƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ōȅ ǎǘƻǊƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘǿŀǊŘΧ!ǎ 

time rolled on they increased in numbers, until they occupied many parts of the 

ƛǎƭŀƴŘΧ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŘŀǊƪ ǎƪƛƴǎΣ ǳǇǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ōǳǎƘȅ ƘŀƛǊΣ Ŧƭŀǘ 

nose, and upturned nostrils. They had a habit of looking sideways out of the corners 

of their eyes, and were indolent and chilly folk [who] afterwards settled the Chatham 

LǎƭŀƴŘǎΧ Lƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ-loving, timorous and lazy [and] as 

ƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎƭȅ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ /ǊǳǎƻŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΦέ [The Myth of the Moriori, 

School Journal, 1916] 

Legend has it that New Zealand’s Moriori originated from the island of Madagsca 

[“some island to the westward”] some 800 years ago. A fierce storm carried three 

canoes to our shores where one of their number was separated in a tropical storm 

to the east of what we today know as the Poor Knight Islands. Deprived of steering 

and navigation the stricken vessel with five aboard drifted and eventually wrecked 

at the entrance to Rocky Bay Cove. Washed up and near death, the survivors found 

sanctuary on the foreshore of the cove. With only the seeds of the Majestic Palm 

the Moriori from the lowlands of Madagasca settled in the upper reaches of the 

cove valley, where they planted their seeds and made their home where they still 

live today. The two remaining canoes with their fellow travelers were blown down 

the East Coast of New Zealand to the Chatham Island. After establishing a peaceful 

civilisation which by 1835 numbered 1600, they were themselves invaded by 

mainland Maori. Ten percent of their population were killed and the remainder 

captured as slaves. Created for this site by Wade Gilbert. 

 
HIGH COUNTRY CRITTERS  

Corrugated goats in a high mountain rockery. Rock work and landscaping by Frank 

Newman. Animals by Corrugated Critters. Critters are available for sale (price list 

available on request.) 



THE BUCKET 

New Zealand's largest bucket, standing 3.6 metres to the top of the bucket and 6 

metres to the top of the handle. By volume it holds 43,000 litres (4,300 standard 

buckets, 11,360 US gallons or 9,500 imperial gallons). Designed by Frank Newman 

and crafted by Wade Gilbert. The Bucket is practical as well as aesthetic. It serves as 

the domestic water reservoir for the property.  

 

COPPER LILIES 
 

 A water fountain feature of nine copper lilies. Created by Garth Dobney. 

 
 
DRAGON FLIES 

 

A formation of three giant dragonflies, each 1000mm x 950mm, Created by Mark 

Dimock. 

 

 
PAIN TED  W ORKS  
 

As Well as landscape art imbedded into the grounds, the accessory building serves 

as a gallery to display the works of selected artists. 

TH E  BE A C H  H U T  - Using corrugated iron as a canvas, the Bach by Sarah C Design 
captures the mood of Rocky Bay Cove.  This and other works by Sarah are on display 
in the accessory building. 

  

. 

 



UNDER CONSTRUCTION OR DESIGN 

SENTRIES OF TIME ɀ U N D E R  C O N S T R U C T I O N 

Two stone columns overlooking Rocky Bay Cove. The larger column of 12 stones 

(under construction) each represent a month of the calendar year. The smaller 

column of nine stones represents the gestation of life.  

 The pillars are located around a circular area with a seat that represents a perfect 

quarter of the circle. Created for this site by Frank Newman. 

 
KETE ɀ U N D E R  C O N S T R U C T I O N 

A large flax basket 2.4 metres by 1.8 metres constructed from sand and cement. 

Large river stones spill out of the basket. Located at the base of the olive grove. 

 

MOERAKI  BOULDERS ɀ U N D E R  D E S I G N 

Huge boulders cascading down a hillside and into the path of visitors to Rocky Bay 

Cove. 

 
WATER BIRD ɀ U N D E R  C O N S T R U C T I O N 

A full scale galvanized water bird to be placed in the bottom pond. Artist: Bruce 

Young. 

WETA WARRIORS ɀ U N D E R  D E S I G N 

A family of giant Poor Knights Weta to be placed on a volcanic pillar rock.  Artist: 

Bruce Young. 

 

Visitors often ask whether any of the artworks are available for purchase.  While we 

do not act as a retail store as such, many of the artist whose works are featured on 

the property are able to offer their works or undertake commissions, and we are an 

authorized reseller of the Corrugated Critters, which can be offered at a discount to 

retail price and delivered as required. Please ask Frank for a price list.  

  



HOW TO FIND USȣ 

 

Whangarei is located approximately two hours north of Auckland. The easiest way 

to find Tutukaka when arriving from the South is: 

1. When you reach Whangarei continue on the highway through the first set of 

lights. 

2. Continue on straight through the second and third set of lights (passed Burger 

King on the right). 

3. Continue in the right hand lane for another 500 meters or so. Go past the first 

turn-off on the right, when you will start to rise up a small hill. At the top of the 

rise turn right down Kensington Ave (Kensington Park will be on your left). 

4. Continue to the end of Kensington Ave. At the traffic lights go straight through 

(which is a little dog-leg) into Nixon Street. The Shell service station is on the 

right. 

5. Continue down Nixon Street until the traffic lights. Turn left into Mill Road. 

6. Continue straight ahead to the coast. Mill Road becomes Kiripaka Road. At the 

Tikipunga roundabout, take the third exit. Continue along Kiripaka Road which 

eventually becomes Matapouri Road. Continue 20 or so kms to Tutukaka.  

7. When you reach Tutukaka continue straight ahead 1 km. Take the second 

turnoff on the right, Waipouri Lane. 

8. Continue straight ahead 1.8km to the end of Waipouri Lane. Approx 1.2km 

down the drive you will pass through some stone pillars, past a white water 

tank on your right and past the Bucket sculpture. Veer to the right through the 

second set of stone pillars and past the Guardian at the Gate which will be on 

your left. You have arrived at Rocky Bay Cove! 

 

When arriving from the North the easiest way to find us is to: 

1. At Hikurangi, turn left at King St (signs for Hikurangi/Tutukaka Coast). Continue 

1.1 km.  

2. Take the 1st left onto Valley Rd, which becomes Marua Road. Stay on Marua 

Road. Continue for approx 10km.  

3. Turn right into Matapouri Road. Continue approx 20km, travelling past Sandy 

Bay (an excellent surf beach), Wolleys Bay, and Matapouri (an excellent 

swimming beach). Approx 5km past Matapouri, turn left into Waipouri Lane. 

4. Continue straight ahead 1.8km to the end of Waipouri Lane. Approx 1.2km 

down the drive you will pass through some stone pillars, past a white water 

tank on your right and past the Bucket sculpture. Veer to the right through the 

second set of stone pillars and past the Guardian at the Gate which will be on 

your left. You have arrived at Rocky Bay Cove! 

  

 

 

 



EQUIPMENT PROVIDED 

WATERCRAFT 

¶ Canoe: yellow two person 

¶ Kayak: Seahorse yellow one person 

¶ Kayak: Seahorse blue one person 

¶ Kayak: Seahorse green one person 

¶ Kayak: ocean rivers crazywave, purple 

¶ Paddles – purple (x1), yellow (x2), red (x1) 

¶ Paddle - white, wooden (x2) 

¶ Aluminum dingy 10' & trailer 

ACQUATIC GOLF 

¶ 150 Golf balls (please retrieve) 

¶ Golf Clubs 

FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES 

¶ Hexagonal picnic table 

¶ Round Kwila table and six chairs 

¶ Trestle tables (x2) 

¶ Hot water jug 

¶ Hot water urn 

¶ Microwave 

¶ BBQ & gas bottle 9kg 

¶ Water heating unit & gas bottle 9kg 

¶ Fire extinguisher 

¶ fold up chairs (Blue) x 4 

¶ Plastic chairs, white x 8 

¶ Plastic chairs, green x 2 

LIFE JACKETS 

¶ Life jacket - Heat Wave, red 

¶ Life jacket - Heat Wave, yellow 1 

¶ Life jacket - Heat Wave, yellow x 2 

¶ Life jacket - Hutchwilco, yellow 

¶ Life jacket - Ski Imports, blue 

DIVE GEAR & FISHING 

¶ Flippers/mask/snorkel, child’s x 3 

¶ Flippers/mask/snorkel, adult’s x 3 

¶ Surf fins/mask/snorkel, child’s x 1 

¶ Mask/snorkel, adults x 2 

¶ Dive catch bag 

¶ Wetsuits - O'Neil, childs x 3 

¶ Wetsuit - Waves, adult x 1 

¶ Wetsuit – Dive! Tutukaka two piece x 1 

¶ Dive belt x 2 

¶ Fishing rods and tackle 

¶ Cray pots x 2, (1 x large, 1 x small) 

 

 


